
STOP 



Early Journal Content on JSTOR, Free to Anyone in the World 

This article is one of nearly 500,000 scholarly works digitized and made freely available to everyone in 
the world by JSTOR. 

Known as the Early Journal Content, this set of works include research articles, news, letters, and other 
writings published in more than 200 of the oldest leading academic journals. The works date from the 
mid-seventeenth to the early twentieth centuries. 

We encourage people to read and share the Early Journal Content openly and to tell others that this 
resource exists. People may post this content online or redistribute in any way for non-commercial 
purposes. 

Read more about Early Journal Content at http://about.jstor.org/participate-jstor/individuals/early- 
journal-content . 



JSTOR is a digital library of academic journals, books, and primary source objects. JSTOR helps people 
discover, use, and build upon a wide range of content through a powerful research and teaching 
platform, and preserves this content for future generations. JSTOR is part of ITHAKA, a not-for-profit 
organization that also includes Ithaka S+R and Portico. For more information about JSTOR, please 
contact support@jstor.org. 



1909] CURRENT LITERATURE 159 

merited by several text-figures and carefully reproduced full-page illustrations. 
The work will serve as an excellent basis for future taxonomic investigation on 
the interesting flora of this island. — J. M. Greenman. 

The United States as seen by de Vries. — Professor de Veies has published in 
the most attractive form an account of his experiences on his second American trip. 9 
The volume is written in popular style, and is amply illustrated with unusually 
good half-tones depicting American scenery and universities. There are chapters 
on North Carolina with its cypress swamps and insectivorous plants; Arizona 
and the Grand Canyon; southern California with descriptions of San Diego, 
the marine vegetation of Santa Catalina, Pomona College, and a camping trip 
in the San Bernardino Mountains; the San Francisco earthquake, with special 
illustrations and descriptions of the disaster at Santa Rosa and Stanford Uni- 
versity; the University of California, together with accounts of excursions to 
Mill Valley, Monterey, Mt. Hamilton, etc.; Great Salt Lake and Salt Lake City; 
agriculture in the central states, giving descriptions of the Kansas prairies, experi- 
ment stations and agricultural colleges in Kansas and Iowa, and maize culture 
in Illinois; and the dunes of Lake Michigan. One notices slight mistakes in 
the legends of two illustrations, a cut of Drosera being called Dionaea, and a 
scene among the University of Chicago buildings being attributed to the Uni- 
versity of California. One in perusing this book longs for facility in the Dutch 
language, for the book contains the American impressions of one of the ablest 
men of our day. Botanists in these days too rarely write such volumes as this, 
perhaps because they feel that most of us are now globe-trotters, and able to 
be our own interpreters. — H. C. Cowles. 

Algae and bryophytes of Connecticut. — The algae of the fresh waters of 
Connecticut have been described by Professor Conn and Mrs. Webster in a 
preliminary report. 10 The descriptions and analytical keys and numerous 
drawings (from nature) bring these forms within easy reach of collectors and 
students. 

The bryophytes of Connecticut have been described by Professor Evans 
and Mr. Nichols. 11 An introduction (37 pp.) presents the general features of 
bryophytes, the history of their study in the state, their distribution according 
to environment, and their economic value. The catalogue, which includes keys 
and stations, makes the following enumeration: Marchantiales 12, Jungerman- 
niales 92, Anthocerotales 3, Sphagnales 31, Andreaeales 2, Bryales 247, a total 



9 de Vries, Hugo, Naar California II. Haarlem : H. D. Tjeenk Willink & Zoon. 

1907. 

10 Conn, H. W., and Webster, Lucia W., A preliminary report on the algae of 
the fresh waters of Connecticut, pp. 78. pis. 44 {figs. 2Qi). Hartford: State Geol. and 
Nat. Hist. Survey, Bull. 10. 1908. 
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of 387. Of these, 68 are peculiar to America, 244 are common to Europe and 
Asia, 61 are common to Europe but not to Asia, and 14 are common to Asia 
but not to Europe. The bibliography of "Connecticut bryology" contains 81 
titles.— J. M. C. 

British Basidiomycetes. — In 1905 the trustees of the British Museum secured 
the descriptions made by Mr. W. G. Smith when preparing the series of colored 
drawings of British Fungi exhibited in the Department of Botany at South Ken- 
sington. Now these descriptions, accompanied by many line drawings illus- 
trating generic characters, have been published as a handbook, 12 which it is 
hoped will be useful as an introduction to the field study of the fleshy fungi of 
Great Britain. A short introduction (8 pp.) gives a description of the general 
features and terminology of the group. The sequence followed is that of Fries's 
Hymenomycetes Europaei (1874), which is followed also in Great Britain by 
Berkeley, Cooke, and Stevenson. Space has been saved by reducing the 
descriptions of species to the salient distinctive characters, which must be supple- 
mented by the generic and sectional characters. The total number of species 
presented is about 2130, distributed among 128 genera and n families. The 
Hymenomycetes include about 2050 of the species, 106 of the genera, and 6 of 
the families. A full glossary and a complete index conclude the volume, which 
should certainly stimulate the interest and activity hoped for. — J. M. C. 

Tabulae Botanicae. — This excellent series of botanical charts, published by 
Gebruder Borntraeger (Berlin), has been appearing during the last two years, and 
has proved to be of unusual value. They are larger than the ordinary charts, 
so that they can be seen well in a large lecture-room. Even more important is 
the fact that they are not current illustrations selected by one person, but they 
are in a sense original productions, each chart being designed by a specialist in 
the group presented, and executed by an artist under his supervision. Thus, 
Batjr has directed the illustrations of Myxobacteriaceae and Lichens, Jahn those 
of Myxomycetes, Guilliermond those of the sexual forms of the yeasts, Blakes- 
lee those of the mucors, etc. The charts have been raised slightly in price, 
being now ^30 for a series of five unmounted. Dr. A. F. Blakeslee (Storrs, 
Conn.) has been asked to act as the American agent, and he will give informa- 
tion and transmit orders if desired. — J. M. C. 

British Fungi. — In 1893 there was published a Guide to Sowerby's models 
of British Fungi, exhibited in the Department of Botany of the British Museum 
(Natural History). The purpose of the models was to exhibit to the public such 
a series of edible and poisonous species as would help to prevent the fatal mis- 
takes often made from eating poisonous species. The work of restoring the 



12 Smith, Worthington George, Synopsis of the British Basidiomycetes; a 
descriptive catalogue of the drawings and specimens in the Department of Botany, 
British Museum. 8vo. pp. 531. pis. 5. Jigs. 145. London: The Trustees of the 
British Museum. 1008. 105. 



